
PSDAA BY-LAWS



BY-LAWS

Article 1 Membership Application

Section 1. Individuals with interest for membership in joining the membership of

the Association shall fill out the form provided by the Association and passed on

to the Membership Secretary and it shall be accompanied by an initial fee of one

(1) year’s dues.

ARTICLE II – FINANCE

Section 1. Annual dues shall be made payable in January to the Treasurer of the

Association. New members can join the Association anytime during the year.

Section 2. The funds of the Association shall be appropriated only for charitable or

educational purposes especially for Pennsylvania School for the Deaf, and for all

legitimate expenses of the Association.

Section 3. Appropriation of the funds of the Association may be made by a
majority vote of the membership present at a reunion; and the Alumni Board shall

have general supervision of the funds of the Association during the interval

between annual General meeting.

ARTICLE III – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1. President shall have the following duties:

a. Preside at all meetings of the Association and the Alumni Board;

b. Make a report at the annual reunion covering business of the

Association during his/her term of the office;

c. Decide all questions of order;

d. Appoint committees and temporary officers, unless such appointment
be otherwise provided for;

e. Assign each board member a committee portfolio;

f. Serve as an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating
Committee;
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g. Serve as liaison to the Head of School

h. Appoint Membership Secretary;

i. Be a secondary authorized signatory of all accounts with PSD Alumni

Association’s financial institutions.

Section 2. The Vice President shall:

a. Assume the duties and responsibilities of the President in event of

President’s absence, resignation or death;

b. Work with President in the affairs of PSDAA;

c. Work with the President in matters pertaining to decisions that are

brought to the board;

d. Preside at the reunion concerning proposed amendments to the

Constitution and By-laws.

Section 3. The Secretary shall:

a. Take notes and keep correct minutes of all meetings of the Association

and the Alumni Board;

b. Send out completed minutes within 30 days from the previous meeting

c. Present reports at board meetings;

d. Keep online copies of all official communications;

e. Take charge of the Seal, Constitution and Bylaws and records; f. If
necessary, send membership forms to those who request them; g. Answer

all official correspondence for the Association; permit inspection of the

Minutes Book.

Section 4. The Treasurer shall:

a. Have charge of all funds of the Association;

b. Receive and collect all dues, initiation fees, and all other monies
belonging to the Association;

c. Keep an accurate and careful account of all receipts and expenditures; d.

Be responsible for seeing that required local, state, and Federal reports,

including tax forms are done in a timely manner;
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e. Collaborate closely with the President;

f. Provide financial reports to the audit committee for review and approval
every month;

g. Provide regular reports to the board, chairs of committees and the

alumni.

h. Observe the process of the order for any social financing reports, events
or programs, the committee chair/treasurer must follow the duties

below:

1) Committee turn over all monies from any social functions/events

with two appointed auditors and auditor chair and/or one of the

board officers from that event;

2) Event chair hand over the monies within 5 days to the Association

Treasurer;

3) Association Treasurer give a report at the next Board meeting;

4) Association Treasurer provide a copy to the Secretary and

President.

Section 5. Each Board Member shall:

a. Hold a major committee portfolio serving as chair, appointed by the

President.

b. Assume any other duties assigned by the President and/or the Vice-

President.

ARTICLE IV – STANDING COMMITTEES

Section 1. Law Committee: The President shall appoint a committee of three,

including chair, to serve on the Law Committee. Any member of the Alumni

Association in good standing, the officers, and the Alumni Board may propose an

amendment in writing to the Law Committee for its consideration. If the Law

Committee favors the amendment, it shall revise it and report it to the Alumni

Board and then the general membership meeting at the reunion for vote.

Section 2. Audit Committee: The President shall appoint a committee of three,
including chair, to serve on the Auditing Committee. They shall oversee all
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investments; shall audit all financial reports rendered by the Treasurer and

Committee Chair/Treasurer.

Section 3. Nominating Committee: The President shall appoint a committee of

three, including chair, to serve on the Nominating Committee. Its duty shall be to

recommend the names of those willing to stand for election to the various offices

of the Association. This article shall not prevent any member from being

nominated from the floor.

Section 4. Hall of Fame Sports: The President shall appoint a committee of three

or more, including chair, to serve on the Hall of Fame Sports. The committee shall

oversee the nominations, do the research and select the winners. The committee

shall have a reception or a ceremony of recognition and awards

Section 5. Hall of Fame Achievement: The President shall appoint a committee of
three or more, including chair, to serve on the Hall of Fame Achievement. The

committee shall oversee the nominations, do the research and select the

inductees. The committee shall have a reception or a ceremony of recognition

and awards.

Section 6: PSD2020 Scholarship: The President shall appoint a committee of three
or more, including chair, to serve on PSD2020 Scholarship. The committee shall

use the Point System in selecting up to two PSD High School seniors. Each

Scholarship award shall be given to any postsecondary program pending the

availability of funds.

Section 7. PSDAA Student Fund: The President shall appoint a committee of three
or more, including a chair, to serve on PSDAA Student Fund. Any PSD High School

individual can apply for Student Fund based on first come, first served. The

amount of award will be given pending availability of the funds during the school

year.
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ARTICLE V – PARTICIPATION

Section 1. Participation in PSDAA Events, Programs, meetings, and Activities.

PSDAA Members, other alumni, friends, visitors, and guests may participate in
PSDAA events, programs, meetings, and activities on and/or off campus of
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (PSD).

Section 2. Standards of Behavior/Expectations

All PSDAA events and activities are a reflection of PSD, the Alumni Association,

and Deaf community; therefore everyone shall feel welcome, safe, and

comfortable. Accordingly, individuals participating in PSDAA events and activities

are expected to conduct themselves in an appropriate manner, demonstrating

responsible and courteous behavior. Any individual who is not able to conduct

himself/herself appropriately at any such events and activities may be requested

or required to leave at the discretion of PSDAA officers.

Section 3. Good Standing:

PSDAA events and activities are open only to individuals who are in good standing

with PSD and the Alumni Association. If PSD determines that an individual is not in

good standing with the school, such an individual may not participate in PSDAA

events, programs, meetings, and/or other activities wherever on and off campus

of Pennsylvania School for the Deaf. Individuals may be determined not to be in

good standing for conduct that is illegal, counter to the mission and purpose of

the school, or for behavior or conduct that substantially and negatively impacts

PSD and/or the Alumni Association. Any individual who has been barred from

campus by PSD is presumed not to be in good standing.
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Article VI - INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

Section 1: The installation of new officers shall be on July 1st following the

elections in May. Such installation shall follow the Unfinished Business and before

the New Business during the last meeting (at the end of two-year term) of the

Alumni Board.

Section 2. All newly elected or re-elected officers, before entering upon their

duties, shall take the oath of office with the following statement: “I hereby pledge

to perform faithfully the duties of my office to the best of my ability and to

uphold the Constitution and By-laws of Pennsylvania School for the Deaf Alumni

Association.”

Article VII – Order of Business for the General Meeting of the

Association 1. Roll Call

2. Reading the Minutes of the Previous General Meeting

3. Report of the Treasurer

4. Reports of Officers

5. Reports of Committees

6. Reading the Highlights of the Alumni Board Meetings

7. Unfinished Business

8. New Business

9. Election of Officers

10. Announcements

11. Adjournment
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Article IX – AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS

Amendments must be submitted in writing through email, snail mail and/or new

communication technology currently in use by members. By-Laws may be

proposed and approved by a majority vote of the members of the Alumni Board,

which also has the option of deferring such until Alumni Day for the consultation

with Alumni members for a majority vote of approval.

Previous Actions taken:

Originally written, June 19, 1914, Philadelphia, PA

Revised, September 3, 1931

Revised, August 1945

Revised, May 26, 1951

Revised, May 31, 1952

Revised, November 21, 1959

Revised, May 25, 1974

Revised, May 21, 1994

Revised, May 30, 2014

Revised June 21, 2017

Revised, February 5, 2020

Revised, January 30,2021

Revised, May 22, 2021
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