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PENNSYLVANIA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

For the cultivation of fellowship, mutual goodwill, and a spirit of loyalty toward

our Alma Mater where everyone shall feel welcome, safe, and comfortable, we,

the graduates and former students of Pennsylvania School for the Deaf, in good

standing, do form ourselves into Pennsylvania School for the Deaf Alumni

Association; and for its better government, do hereby establish the following

Constitution and By-Laws.

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I – NAME

This association shall be known as Pennsylvania School for the Deaf Alumni

Association (PSDAA).

ARTICLE II – Objects

Section 1: The objective of this organization is to bring closer contact between the

school and the alumni members and friends; to promote a feeling of fellowship,

support and loyalty to our Alma Mater; and to hold reunions. PSDAA is regarded

as an integral part of Pennsylvania School for the Deaf in Philadelphia, PA.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Active: All graduates and former students of PSD shall be eligible as

active members upon the payment of the membership dues as determined by

PSDAA. After serving as a member in the Association for at least one year and

attendance at one general meeting at the reunion, any active member in good

standing shall be entitled to vote and shall be eligible to hold office as an officer
or member of the Board.
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Section 2. Associate: All spouses and/or partners, adult children of alumni parents

and present/former staff members of PSD shall be eligible as a member upon

payment of the membership dues as determined by the Association. Associate

members shall have the privileges of membership in the Association can serve on

committees, except that no Associate member shall be eligible to hold any office

in the Association or to vote until after one year of membership and attend one

general reunion meeting. They then have the right to seek election as Board

member or to chair any committee.

ARTICLE IV – GOVERNMENT

Section 1. The government of this Association shall be vested in an Alumni Board,

which shall have full charge of its affairs during the interval between reunions and

perform such work as may be decided by the Association.

Section 2. The officers of the Association shall constitute an Alumni Board of
which shall consist of a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer and

five (5) Board members. They shall be elected at a reunion of the Association by a

majority vote and shall serve for a term of two years or until their successors shall

have been elected. Their duties shall be governmental. The Membership

Secretary will be appointed by the President.

Section 3. It is the obligation of each officer, board member or committee

member to fully disclose any direct or indirect interest in financial transactions or

other personal issues coming before the board. Thereafter, the officer, board

member or committee member shall refrain from voting on or discussing matters

related to that issue to avoid a conflict of interest.

ARTICLE V – Alumni Day

Section 1. A reunion of the Association shall be held annually for social fellowship

and networking. The Alumni Day shall be held on the third Saturday of May every

year. If for some reason or emergency, the Alumni Day could not be held on the

usual date and/or location, the President with feedback from the Alumni Board

shall arrange for a different date, time and possibly location for such a reunion.
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Section 2. The General Meeting shall be held every year. Election shall be held

on every even year during the General Meeting. Report of Minutes of the

previous General Meeting shall be shared via email, snail mail and/or current

use of new technology of communication to the members prior to the present

General Meeting of the Association with a report summarizing actions and

milestones of the Board’s work.

Section 3. The time, place and the nature of business shall be determined by the
Alumni Board. A notice of agenda shall be given to members 30 days prior to the

Alumni Day. At least twenty-five members shall constitute a quorum for the

transacting business.

Section 4. Special meetings may be called by the President or upon written

request of five active members or the Alumni Board.

Section 5. Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the basis of authority for the

Association and shall govern in cases not covered by the Constitution and Bylaws.

ARTICLE VI – AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION

Amendments to the Constitution must be submitted to the Law Committee in

writing through email, snail mail and/or new communication technology currently

in use by members. Amendments may be considered and approved by a two

thirds vote of the members of the Association present at the meeting, as long as

a quorum is/was met.

3


